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Date: [Insert Date]
To:
The Honorable [Full Name]
[Title/Position]
[Department or Office Name]
[Address Line 1]
[City, State ZIP Code]
Subject: Concerns Regarding Indiana’s ESEA Waiver Request and Its Implications for Health and Physical Education
Dear [Title/Last Name],
On behalf of INSHAPE organization, health and physical education professionals across Indiana, thank you for your continued leadership and commitment to advancing educational opportunity and student well-being. Our organization deeply values the collaborative relationship between the Indiana Department of Education, policymakers, and the educators we represent.
We are writing to express our concern regarding the Indiana Department of Education’s recent federal waiver request submitted to the U.S. Department of Education under the Elementary and Secondary Education Act (ESEA). The request seeks greater flexibility in how Indiana utilizes federal education funds and modifies certain accountability measures. While INSHAPE supports efforts to streamline and strengthen education funding processes, we are concerned that the proposed waiver may have unintended negative consequences for health and physical education programs within our state.
Currently, many Indiana school districts rely on Title II funds for professional development for health and PE teachers and on Title IV, Part A funds to support programs through curriculum resources, instructional materials, and equipment. Without clear protections for these allocations, the proposed waiver could significantly reduce or eliminate these critical funding streams. Such a shift would diminish access to high-quality physical education, professional learning opportunities, and essential health programming for Indiana students.
We respectfully urge state and federal leaders to ensure that any reallocation or flexibility provisions within this waiver maintain explicit safeguards for health and physical education. Protecting these funding sources is essential for sustaining comprehensive education programs that contribute to student health, academic success, and lifelong well-being.
INSHAPE stands ready to provide data, research, and firsthand examples demonstrating the positive impact of these federal investments in Indiana schools. We welcome the opportunity to collaborate further to ensure that future policy decisions continue to strengthen — rather than weaken — health and physical education throughout the state.
Thank you for your attention to this important matter and for your continued service to Indiana’s students and educators.
Respectfully,
[Your Name]
[Title, School or Role, if applicable]
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